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fum of eight hundred dollars, one half to the ufe of the county in which the cH A P.
recovery may be had, and the other to the informer, to be recovered by aion LXVI
of debt, or bill of indi¢tment ; and if the faid {um be not paid, or fecuted to

be paid, -as herein directed, within thirty days after. judgment, then fuch perfon

or perfors fhall and- may be adjudged by the court to ferve on the roads for any

period not exceeding five years. | |

XVI. Qnd be it enafted; That frorm and after the paflage of this a&, if any Or importing
perfon or perfons fhall import or bring into this ftate any free ttegro or mulatto, ;{‘:“c“ e this
or any perfon bound to fervice for a term of years only, and fhall fell or other- =
wife difpofe of fuch free negro;-mulatto, or perfon bound to ferve for a term of
years enly, as.a flave for life; or for any longer time. than by law fuch perfon
may. be bound to ferve;, knowing fuch negro or mulatto to be free, or entitled to
freedom at:;a certain 4ge; every fuch perfon or perfons thall, for every fuch
offence,: forfeit and pdy the fum of cight hundred dollars; to be recovered by.
attion of debt-or indictment, . one half to the ufe of the county, the other haif
to the informer ; and in cafe the faid fum fhall not be paid, or fecured to be
paid, within thirty days; then fuch perfon or perfons {hall and may be adjudged
to work on the roads for any term net exceeding five years.

X Vil Gnb be it enaitel, . That if any mafter, miftrefs, owner or owners, of Mafters, &e.:
any- flave orflaves, fhall fuffer any fuch flave or flaves to depart from their 1 2 Pfer
refpe@ive habitation or quarter, and remain at large, begging or becoming bur- part, &«.
thenfome to the re{pective neighbourhoods, or to other perfons, it (hall be lawful
for the county courts where the mafter, miftrefs; owner or owners, of fuch, flave
or: {laves' thall refide, and they are hereby required, upon the complaint or.in-
farmation-of any credible perfon, (fuch complaint or infarmation heing fupported
by oath or affirmution, as the cafe may require;) to caufe fuch complaint, or .
information to be minuted among their proceedings, and thereupon to iffue theic
- ‘warrant to the fheriff of their county againft fuch mafter, miftrefs, owner or
owners, of fuch flave or flaves, thereby to caufe fuch mafter, miftrefs, owner or
owners, to appear before them at fome day to be limitted in fuch warrant; and.
if, on a due examination in a fummary way, the faid court fhall be fatisfied that
fuch mafter, miftre(s, owner or owners, of fuch flave. or flaves, have {uffcred
fach flave or flaves to depart and wander, or remain at large, contrary to the
provifions and intention of -this ac, the faid court are hereby empowered aid
required to caufe fuch mafter, miftrefs, owner or owners, of fuch flave or flaves,
¥ enter into- recognizance, with one fufficient fecurity, if the fame f(hall be
awarded, in-the penalty of one hundred dollars, to be taken to and in the name
of this ftate, and the condition of the.faid recognizance.fhall be fuch, that if
fuch mafter, miftre(s,. owner or owners, of fuch flave or flaves, his, het or
their executors ‘or adminiftrators, fhall fuffer {uch flave or flaves to depart and
remain at large, contrary to the provifions of the a& in fuch cafes made and
provided, then. fuch recognizance fhall remain in force and virtue ; and if any
fuch mafter, miltrefs, owner or owners, of any fuch flave or flaves, fhall after-
wards ¢ommit any -breach. of the condition of fuch recogpizance,. it fhall be:
Yawful for any.perfon to put-in-fuit and profecute fuch recognizance againft the
cognizor or cognisors thereof ; and if the mafter, miftrels, owner, or owners;
bound by fuch recognizance, his, her or their executors or adminiftrators, fhall
be conviGted of any of the breaches afligned by verdi&t, confeffion or otherwife,
the judgment of the court fhall be rendered for the penalty and cafts of fuit,
and the fame may be. recovered .by any procefs of execution, and one third of
the penalty fhall be applied to the ufe of the profecutor, and .the remainder fo
be applied a5 a fund for. the cgunty f{chool, if any, if not,. to the ufe of the
county in which fuch convition fhall happen, and the name of the perfon pro-
I=cuting ' fuch - recognizance fhall be endorfed upon the original writ, and.fuch
perfon.thall be anfwerable for. the fees and cofts ; provided, that if any flave or
flaves fhall run away or abfcond from the fervice of their mafter, miftrefs, owner
or owners, contrary to the will of fuch mafter, miftrefs, owner or owners, fuch
running away and abfconding fhall not be conftrued, degmed or taken, to be a
departing and remaining at large within the meaning of this ad.
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